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[2] T4 
caſe, deplore. A field, or a ſea of blood, which 


is ſhocking to the man of mere humanity, i is pe- 
culiarly horrible to a mind that is impreſſed 


with the general wickedneſs of man, and with 


the belief of future judgment and eternity. 
Whatever be the oſtenſible cauſe, or the im- 
mediate occaſion, the Chriſtian is aſſured that 


wars and fightings come of our luſts, that war 
in our members. He re gards them therefore 


as grounds of deep humiliation. ' He daily 2 
prays for their ſpeedy termination. And he 


' rejoices in the proſpect of a bleſſed period, 


when, through the prevalence of the goſpel, 


men ſhall beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, 


« and their ſpears into-pruning-hooks : when 


Ra nation ſhall not lift up ſword againſt nation, 
neither learn war any more.“ : 


But however much the operations of war are 5 
to be lamented, the events of it, like all other 
events, ſhould be regarded as the work of God. 


Theſe, the Chriſtian will obſerve, with admira- 
tion of the wiſdom, power, juſtice, -and all the 


other divine attributes, which they ſerve to il- 

luſtrate. If they have the effect of chaſtiſing 

him, he endeavours to ſubmit with reſignation: 

if they afford him protection or deliverance, he 
| .. feels 
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been accompliſhed ; inſtead of giving thanks 


tas 


Feels lämtel ealloS wpon;to;b6/chankbiaks. The _ 
events which ene the: occaſion of our: preſent | 


temp t. For theſe incftimable We it is in- . 
; lord A ( rte be nn and we haye a0. \ 


or had the * of F eee anne us 


this day to God, we might have been oblery 


one of their unhallowed Decades, or perhaps 
ſuffering perſecution, for a conſcientions adhe- 


rence to the abſervation of the Lord's day. 


I hope it will not be thought, that I under- 
value the i mediate cauſes of thankſgiving, be- 
| cauſe I do not, make them the ſole, or the 
chief ſubject of this diſcourſe... They are all u- 
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moſt in every private converſation. Beſides, 
5 the RING 


| a 
FS 


I. Lal 


ö nn Rp lp itſelf | 


of invaſion - Sutter we live quiet 
and peaceable lives, and attend to relative and 
public duties at home. I truſt, therefore, that 
T ſhall now, by the blefling of God, ſpeak a 


word in ſeaſon, if, in obedience to Paul's ins; ; 
ſtruction to miniſters in the text, I put you in 15 


mind of your duty to government, although 1 


believe that moſt, if not all of you, already 


know it, and are eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth. 
On the words of our text, it may be proper, 
in the outſet, to make two remarks. The firſt 


is, that the terms, principalities, powers, and 
magiſtrates,“ are of a general nature. Terms 


of this kind are commonly uſed in every part 
of the New Teſtament, where our duty to the 


higher powers is treated of, and the reaſon 
ſeems to be, that the Chriſtian's duty towards 
them does not depend on any particular form 


of government. It is not neceſſary for him to 


examine the comparative merits of monarchy, a- 


riſtocracy, or democracy; or to appreciate hs | 


excellence” of a mixture of theſe forms, ſuc 


| | obtains 
5 | 


"CIS 


A in this Britiſh conſtitution; ; it is mack 1 


for him to know, that the principalities, powers, 
and magiſtrates, call them what you will, are 
the exiſting and acknowledged government of 


the country in which he lives. That point he 
cannot be at a loſs to aſcertain, and when it is 


aſcertained, he knows Gi whom the ee u of 
the text n 2c t 1h 

The ſecond ia upon the poets is that 
there ſeems to be a gradation of duties here en- _ 
| joined. Put them in mind,” ſays the apoſtle,*to 
% be ſubject to principalities and powers, to obey 
* magiſtrates, to be ready ta every good: work.” 
Subjettion is merely paſſive, and may be the ef. 


fect of conſtraint. Obedience implies activity, 


from re -gard tõ authority. Keadineſi 70 every 
Food work, ſeems to denote an activity, which 
18 cauſed, not ſo much by regard to authority, 


as to the excellence of the thing authoriſed. 
Every good work,” here, though an indefinite 
phraſe, ſeems, from the connection, to mean 


chiefly, works which are good for ſociety ; which 


immediately promote the public welfare; and 0 2 


as ſuch may be acceptable to the higher pow 
The leſſon couched in this laſt clauſe; . 


bens to be, that where a thing b truly gro in 
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ed by authority, although it may be fimply re- 
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commended, or even only encouraged indirect- 
ly ; yet the Chriſtian ſhould cheerfully afford 
it his countenance ; ſhould be active in endea- 


vouring to give a favourable direction to public 


opinion; to raiſe the general ſtandard of mo- 
rals; and to carry on every benevolent and uſe- 
ful | undertaking. Here, therefore, he is en- 
joined to be, not merely ſubmiſſive and obedi- 
ent, but zealous, and e for the * 


; lic good, 


In diſcourfing farilier fron theſe "PAN, we 


hall firſt read ſome paſſages of the New Teſta- 


ment, where the ſubject before us is more ful- 
ly treated. We ſhall next draw a few inferen- 


ces which theſe paſſages ſeem to warrant. Ave 
then e to _ Roe | 


In the Firſt a We ſhalt 10 aka paſſe 
ges of the New Teſtament, where the ſubject | 
before us, is more fully treated. And here 
we ſhall begin by examining, how Paul did that 
himſelf, which in the text he requires Timothy 
to do. For this purpofe you may read, Rm. 
Xi. 1—8. « Let every. ſoul be ſubject unto the _ 24 

| | « higher = 


; — 


V. 


| [7 1 
4 W powers, bor there is no power but of 


God; the powers that be, are ordained of 

God. Whoſoever, therefore, reſiſtet the 
power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God; and 
«they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
* damnation. For rulers are not a terror to 


good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then 
not be afraid of the power? do that which is 


good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame. | | 
« For he is the miniſter of God to thee for good: 


Zut if thou do that which is evil, dee 


G for he beareth not the ſword in vain; for he 
« is the miniſter of God, a revenger to execute 
« wrath upon him that doeth evil. Whbelefore'| 


« ye muſt needs be ſubject not only for wrath, | 


« cauſe pay you tribute alſo; for they are Gu 
«miniſters, attending continually upon this ve- 
ry thing. Render therefore to all their dues, . 
« tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to | 
„ om cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to 0 
« whom honour. | Ove no man any thing, but 5 
to love one another; for he that loveth ano- 


* 


but alſo for conſcience ſake. For, for thin 


« ther, hath fulfilled the law.“ Read alſo, 
1 Tim. ii. 1.—4. J exhort therefore, that firſt + 


8 of all, ſupplications, n interceſſions, and 
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giving of thanks, be anda for all men: For ; 


+ kings, and for all that are in authority; that N 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
« godlineſs and honeſty. For this is good and 
« acceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour; 
„ ho will have all men to be ſaved; and tv : 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. We 
may likewiſe obſerve the harmony of the docs 


trine of Paul and Peter upon this ſubject, x Pet: 


ii. 11;---17. *-Dearly beloved, I beſeech you as 


Fo. «* ſtrangers and pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly | 


« luſts, which war againſt the ſoul ; having your 


« converſation honeſt among the Gentiles, that 


« whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil doers, 
* they may, by your good works which they 


ſhall behold, glorify God in the day of viſita« 


„ tion. Submit yourſelves to every ordinance 


« of man for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to 
3 2 the king, as ſupreme, or unto governors, as 


e unto them chat are ſent by him for the pu⸗ 


1 niſnment of evil-doers, and for the pra of 


« them that do well. For ſo 1 is the will of 


4 * that with well-doing, ye may put to a 
the ignorance of fooliſh men. As free, and 
not uſing your liberty for a cloke of malici- 
Ke oulneſs; but « as the ſervants of God. Honour 
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The beſt ne of precept, jg 
of acknowledged conformity to its letter and 


us. 


Us, 


his apoſtles. Read Matt. 2. „ And 
hen they were come to Capernaum, they 
that received tribute money, oame to Peter, 
and ſaid, Doth not your maſter pay tribute ?. 
„He ſaith, Ves. And when he was come into 
the houſe, Jeſus prevented him, ſaying What 
« thinkeft thou, Simon ꝰ of whom do mne kings 
« of the earth take cuſtom. or tribute of their 
„own children or of ſtra 
e unto him, Of · ſtrangers. — 
Then are the children free. Wee e 
* Abe * n 
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« with. the Herodiogs; faying, ak we 2280 . 

« that thou art true, and teacheſt/ the way of "rs 
God in truth, neither careſt thou for any man, | i 
« for thou regardeſt nat the perſon af men 

4 Tell us therefore, what, thinkeft thou? id jt 
+ lawful to give tribute unto Caſar or not? But 

+ Jeſus perceived their, wickedneſs; and ſaid, 
Why tempt ye me, ye hypoerites ? ſhow me the 15 | 
4tribute-morigy.- And they braught unto. him 
| d he ſaith unto them, Whiaſe i bs ; 
this i image and fupenſeription?- They ſay un- 


© penny. 


s. to, him, Ceſar's. Then faith be unto them, 


* Render therefore voto Ceſar the things which : 
are Ceſar's, and unto God: the things that 


are God's. When they had heard theſe words, 


Sdthey marvelled, and left him, and went their 
way.“ Such Was the 8 the 
. Ariſt. 
te behaviour of his apoſtles tothe higher powers, 
are recorded. At preſent we ſhall read only the 
following: Acts iv. 18, 19, 20. And they cal. 2 55 
led them, and commanded them not tofpeak _ 
at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus. But 1 
Peter and John anſwered, and fail unto them, 
Whether it be right in the fight of God to 
* -hearken-unto you more than unto God, judge 
ny | . 5 e 
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ye. For we cannot buy werk the ee . 
5 which we have ſeen and heard.“ Acts 195 
24.29. Now, when the high bien ; 

1 9 ——— temple, and the chief prieſts 
b heard theſe things, they doubted of them 
7 « whereunto this would grow. Then came dẽ§ 
* and told them, ſaying, Behold, the men wom 


u ye put in priſon are ſtanding in the teinple. 
* and ning: the heroine Then went the | 0 1 


. 4 * 


— 10 „vibast vidlenges. (for A RON dhe oy 5 ä Hy 5 ; 


: ple, leſt they ſhould have been ftoned:) And 
= © when they had brought them they fat-them — 
3 eee „„ 

« them, ſaying; Did not we ſtraitiy command | |» | 


— 
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15 75 « you that ye ſhduld not teach in this name: 
and behold ye have filled Jeruſalem with Üαj!,tt | || 


r 


« doctrine, and intend to bring this man's bloods  _ 4 


7 upon us. Then Peter and the other apoſtles | 45/3, 
Es: anſwered, uh: blur. We ought to _ God | 2 


ee of = procope may often be ſtrong- 
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“ unto the day of judgment to be puniſhed ; 


« yer. 10. but chiefly them that walk after the 5 
«fleſh i in the luſt of uncleanneſs, and deſpiſe 


of men, the apoſtle ſays at the gth eek; : 2 | 
« The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly |, 
out of ' temptations, and to reſerve. the unjuſt 


government. Preſumptuous are they, ſelf- 
* willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil. of 


« dignities.” To the ſame purpoſe are tlie 
words of Jude, ver. 8. « Likewiſe alſo thoſe fil- { 
thy dreamers defile the fleſh, deſpiſe domi- TD 


nion, and ſpeak evil of dignities.” - 


We ſhall read the ſcriptures to little aptly; 

unleſs we do it with a child-like, with an hum 
ble and teachable diſpoſition. Such a diſpoſi- 
tion ſeems all that is neceſſary for underſtand- 
ing the plain paſſages which have been now | 


read. Hoping therefore that the Lord will give 36 


it — this time, we ſhall een to m 


'# 


Second thing i Which was to due 
few inferences, which ſeem to be warranted by To 
our text, and by the other portions of ſcripture e 
with which it has been compare. 
Firſt, then, The ſubjection of a Chriſtict to 
the FW Powers, e to de Conſcien- 
tious. 2 


\  Chriftian for good. However imperfect human 


Bu May ———— mide *. „ 
cauſe they muſt do it. They obey, becauſe „„ 
they dare not rebel. A period of anarchy 
they would welcome as a ſeaſon of emancipa- 
tion and feſtirity; or if they diſliked it, their 
motive would be, rather that of fear for the 
conſequences towards themſelves; than that of - 
duty towards God and their neighbour. But : | 2 
the Chriſtian is taught, that the powers that be 
are ordained of God ; that they all exiſt by di- 
vine permiſſion and appointment; nay, that 
the exiſting power is the miniſter of God to the 


laws and human adminiſtration may be; he is 1 
ſenſible, that even a government comparativ | 
ly bad, is better for ſociety: than none. At a- 
ny rate, he knows that the meaſures of wm 
higher powers, like all things elſe, ſhall worxk 
5 together for good to him, and to all his fellow _ _ 
5 Chriſtians. HFe therefore cheerfully ſubmits to 

the ordinance of God, and is W not ee | 

for wrath, but for conſcience ſake. / N 
12 Secondly, The Chriſtian eee be 

0 Unreffing- 5 Many confeſs their obligation of 
duty to the higher powers, but perplex them „ 
ſelves with queſtions reſpe ding the extent — | 


that obligation. * bas no heſitation i in arg 5 
that I conceive the precept enjoining ſubjecti- 
on, to be abſolute. Whoſoe ver reſiſteth the - | 

| power, reliſteth the ordinance of God : and 1755 

« they that reſiſt, ſhall' receive to themſelves 
„ damnation.” Theſe awful words are limited 
by no exception; and however ſtrong 9 
may ſeem, they are in perfect uniſon, both witn 
the general morality of the goſpel, and with al! 
the examples in point that are to be found 7 2 
the New Teſtament. Put the ſtron caſe 
you pleaſe; that, ſuppoſe of perſecution, or of 
any violent dealing under form of law; tlie 
morality of the goſpel will ſtill countenance 
the principle for which we contend. © Ye 
have beard,” faith Chriſt, « that it hath been 
« ſaid, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
4 tooth, But I ſay unto you, that ye reſiſt not © 
* evil,” Matth. v. 38, 39. Beloved, think it 
« not ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, which _ Fl 
is to try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing 
| Ws, te happened unto you. But rejoice, in as much 

2 as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings; that 

35 0 „hen his glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be 5 = 
glad allo with exceeding joy. If ye be re» 
| 5 for Ae name of Chriſt, Happy > 

5 « ye; e 
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er baton ou: _ died. Bat let 
none of you ſuffer- as a murderer, or as 4 
vil · doer, or as a buſy. body in 
as a Chriſtian, let him nat be aſhamed ; 5 but 
let him glorify God on this behalf,“ x Pet: iv. N 

12.16. If reſiſtance had ever been allowa | | -/ 
ble in Chriſtians, it mufl ſurely have been, © 
when the: liberty and the life of their Lord was 
attacked. Nuit even then, it was checked, and 


{ 


Gad, but becauſe it is not ſuited to the m. . 
ture of his kingdom. My: kingdom,” ad 
Ohriſt, is not of this world: if my king 5 ONE 
% dom were of this world, then would my ſer- 5 whe 

| „ vants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered to 
the Jews; but now is my een not from „ 55 
4 hence. John ik. ge- 8 
2 an order, prchi- 
5 biting us to obey. an expreſs command of G dj 
Ve could be at no loſs, which of the interfering e 
authorities to prefer. But there may be even OE 
| 4 refuſal to * Where there 1 is no reſiſtanoe. | 
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1 This e receives a very happy! iluſtration 
from the behaviour of Peter and John, of Which 
the account was a little ago read. When the 
Jewiſh rulers forbade what Chriſt commanded, 1 
| thoſe apoſtles. very properly -anſwered, We 
e ought to obey God rather than men;“ and 
they acted upon the principle of their anſwer. 
But they did not reſiſt the violent interruptiori 
that was given them in the diſcharge of their 
duty. They did not reſiſt the ſummons, nor 
the order of commitment. When threatened, 
they threatened not again. When ſummoned 
2 ſecond time, they obeyed as before; and that, 
although there was no compulſion. For we are 
told, that the captain, with the officer, 
s brought them without violence, becauſe they 15 is 
feared the people, leſt they ſhould have been 
os ſtoned.” The force of this precedent ſeems _ 
altogether irreſiſtible. On the one hand, ore | 
was a ſet of murderers, endeayouring to conceat _ 5 WM. 
one fin by committing another. That the blood | 
of Jeſus might not be laid to their charge, they by. 
were commanding the apoſtles not to ſpeak at - 5 
all, nor teach in bie name, A nothing | 
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| | on their aa it. on the other hand, here. > 
| * | were | 
| wy 
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againſt either the one or 1 
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had the power, as well 8 by woo i 2 


I the people were ready to ſtone the qa captain N 
and his officers of their on acc e 

85 a I 
The apoſtles knew, that in caſes of W 
| the only dawful means of relief for a 1 


4s flight from une place to another; and vʒ n 


. 1 8 ö 
þ | , 4 


8] 


EY is hardly neceſſity to add, that x 3 
ſubjection, though utterly oppoſed to W ſpi- 
racy and violence, does not interfere with the 5 

uſe of conſtitutional and acknowledged privile- 0 
ges. When impriſoned, when bound, when in 
danger of a partial trial, Paul availed himſelf 
of the rights of a Roman. His conduct on 
theſe occaſions may be explained by one of his 
own exhortations, x Cor. vii. a1. Art thou 
« called being a ſervant ?: (or ſlave), care t. 
« for it; but if thou mayeſt be made free, 
Aauſe it rather.” The principle War - 
a was this obvious dictate of Chriſtian 1 morality, 
which will alſo apply to the ſubject before us, 
that whatever Chriſt calls us to endure, we are | 
to ſubmit to with cheerfulneſs, and whatever 
be permits us to poſſeſs, 1 we are to WON with 5 
#41 gratitude. * a 6 14 
Thirdly, The Chriſtian" $ fubjection ae bo 
- Diſintereſted. Some men may think themſelves - _ 
| ſufficiently conſcientious in their duty to govern- 5 
ment, if they perform with common honeſty any : 
. ſervice in which government employs them, and 
for which they receive an adequate reward: They 2 


= 


38 may profeſs loyalty, becauſe it is their intereſt 

if NES | 

| 3 W doſo; and, in the true ſpirit of hypocriſy, 
i WES of I e 
; 

j 


Cie 19 15 
be R orie to males! their ; ene 


and cenſorious of thoſe who are not ſo loud in 
making it as themſelves. Far be it from me 
to throw out this as a general reflection on thoſe 
who are engaged in any public department. 
Weare no doubt bound in charity to believe, that 
they are as conſcientious, - generally ſpeaking, 


as men in other ſituations of life. But it is 
ſurely not too mueh, for the ſaks. of illuſtra- 
tion, to ſtate, as at leaſt a poſſible caſe; that 
5 ſome men may ſeem to be wal becauſe they 
have their price, either in poſſeſſion,” or in ex- 
pectation; that, if this venal diſpoſition ſhould | 
5 prevail, it would prove extremely embarraſling | 


to any government; and that none e, 5 8 
more dangerous to the hand that feeds them, „ 


than venal friends, if intereſt, which is 4 van 
able conſideration, ſhould ee nr them to 
change their party. The Chriſtian muſt not be 


ſwayed by filthy lucre. 156 muſt ſubmit him- 


felf to every ordinance .of man, for the Lord's 
ſake. His principle is at once exalted and 
ſteady. It requires the moſt uniform fid 
of conduct, whether he occupy a public or 


a private ſtation ; whether his ſervices be pro- 
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be Reſpectful. Among the dues that b 
to the higher powers, it is ſaid, Render ear 


PI. 


We are in great danger of think ing little of 
| ſin, in theſe particulars ; and yet no ſins are 
more pregnant with miſchief to ſociety. The 


Ti : , a : : a | 
| 1 
x 20 * 


ſhould be deſpiſed. or even afro; ade” 
turned into matter of accuſation. againſt. bim. 
Fourthly, The ſubjection of the Chriſtian a 


* _—_ fear is due; honour to whom ha- 


as ſin in the falſe teachers, that © they de 


- 7 
WI" 


„ nour.” - On the other hand, it is Sa.” 6 


„government, and ſpake evil of dignities.” 


difference between great and little among men, 


when viewed abſtractly, is no doubt very. trif-. 


ling. We have the authority of Scripture for 


ſaying, © Surely men of low. degree are vanity, 5 
and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in 
the balance, they are altogether lighter than 


„ vanity.” Pfal. Iii. 9. The poſſeſſion of power, 


however, is very apt to intoxicate the mind, ana 


to render men overbearing, haughty, and vain. 


Hence, the inſolence of office has become pro- 
verbial. The titles of digpity are frequently 1 
extravagant, and are often retained, after tze 
authority that belonged to them is ſa completely - 
obſolete, that then very meaning 1s hardly re- 


membered. 


Pau to take offence; and the ſame. prin - 
eeiple v which makes the one elaſs of ſoeiety . 
racked sen ee eee makes the other r. 5 
. fratory-and turbulent. erte Fee as ., 
confined to the indignant fee 
or at leaſt to merely vecal enen con- 
tempt, men are fometimes diſpe 
me Ware emen e | 
eee 1 


manners eb; Hd n aud are o 
thers whO canſcientiouſly refuſe to give titles e 
rank to a fellow creature, or ſo much ag tojuſe, 
the ordinary phraſes af civility, under the no- 
tion that theſe inconſiſtent with a pro- | 5 
per regard to the word of God. But, except per- 
haps in the laſt caſe, the withholding of expreſ- 
fions of reſpect, is the ſymptom of an improper | 175 
ſpirit. God requires us to exerciſe humility, 
dene towards him, but alſo towards one a- 


m 


nother. Where cantempt is cheriſhed, obedi- 1 


ence will not long continue to be faithfully 
paid. The bands of ſociety will be 
broken, and authority, robbed of its due reſpect, 
will have recourſe to coercion, as the only. re, 

N | . maining | 
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maining meanito prefer e its exi 


mations of civil war, which, however they may. 
terminate, are pernicious in the extreme. 17 
would remind even thoſe who may have con- 
ſcientious ſcruples on the n. that the 


Scriptures recognize titles of office and dignity, . 


as the means of preſerving decency and order 
in ſociety. Not to mention the numerous in- 
ſtances in the Old Teſtament, where ſervants 
of the Lord addreſſed even -heathen kings, 
with the ordinary compliments of ſalutation 


to royalty; we find Paul, when under perſecu · | 


tion, when rudely interrupted by a Roman go- 
vernor, and charged with inſanity, (which was 
eertainly very ignoble conduct), not only re- 


- plying with meekneſs, but uſing the language 


of reſpect, I am not mad, moſt noble Feſtus; | 


but ſpeak forth the words of truth and en | 


© neſs.” Acts xxvi. 235. 


'Fifthly, The ſubjection of the Chrittian FP? 


be Practical. Like every other . af his pro- 
feſſion, it muſt be evinced by we 7 | 


many of the profeſſors of loyalty, chere is 

reaſon to fear, that this is not the caſe. It is 

- amazing, for example, how little conſcience i «Ie 
made 1 80 
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cy ; * 4 


4 "A e. Hence, - "9 * 5 
the ſquabbles of party, and the dreadful com- 
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the lc revenue. Men 
ag ag in bia 


| they. heighten, their Pater it is a demand 
upon government. Smuggling i 1s. Pn. acknow- 
| ledged, as if it were 

nourable. Even perjuryicſalFi is awfully co 0 

8 A cuſtom-houſe oath is often held t to be no farther, 

binding, than men are prevented by vigilance 
from breaking it. theſe crimes, howeyer | 0 
| . MOD wake Chrikian mug an 


nach bs o be been But whatever impro 


are eli a ene ts; peu om. : | 


ſcience of God and to future judgment. Andi 
a man cannot live by his buſineſs without: 
it were ſurely better that he gave up his buſineſs, - 

If this conduct were followed, (fuppoſi eng of 

that might require it), things would be more 
likely ſoon to find their own level; the unpro- 
ductiveneſs of the tax would point out the ex- 
pediency of ſuch alterations in the law, as would 
» ſuit the eſt, both of the fair trader and 


of tl the ſtate. To ſmuggle, indeed, is dene 
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obe at large. For il through ies equen 
ey. the revenue prove deficient, t'4s evident 
that another tax muſt be levied on the honeſt; 
that the deficiency. occaioned by the frandu-. 
lent may be made up. The payment, ther- 
fore, of taxes, is at once un obvious and an im- 
| portant duty. For this cauſe piy.you tribute 
= * alſo,“ ſaith the apoſtle; * for they are God 
—_ * miniſters, attending continually upon this we. 
C thing. Render therefore to all their dues : 
_ * tribute to whom tribute is due, euſtom towhorm 
* cuſtom?” Rom. xiii. 6, . We have ſeen chat 
e A demand was made upon Chriſt for the 
half ſhekel levied on every Jew for the ſervice | 


Lord of che temple, he "might have claimed | 
| exemption, yet, that he might net give offence, 
1 ) he wrought a miracle, and paid. the | money: 
| 5 Again, when his enemies, x üng to enta 

f 


RR. in his talk, aſked him whether it was lau- 

lul to give tribute to Geſer or not? although 

| | | that emperor had ne other claim, than from | 

what is called the right of conqueſt, yet, clings 

his power was permitted in providence to exiſt, 

and his coin in conſequence circulated chrough | 
_ Mc the anfwer Was, Render there- 


« fore 
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of the temple; although, as Son ef God and 5 
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— HE HY? tious men mi 


As it is abſo! a fin torefuſe paying taxes, 
ſo it is very unbecoming in a Chriſtian to mur- 
mur at che amount of them. His treaſure is in 
3 Silver and gold are not his Gods. 6 Ar. 
taxos/increaſe, God wille chat he ſhould) be ſo 
is the will pf the Look. 


S0 Wh An Had it at Un 


to he Coles; — e e ey dil. 
e the expenditure. This would have 


givenoccaſion to endleſs trouble andcontention. N 
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queſtions for conſcience ſake, ſo now, er 
is impoſed as a tax, it is our duty ſimply to pay, 
and to owe no man ny prong but to love one 
e 28-190 157 $4405 
een The Chriſtian" 8 fubjection/x muſt de 
Pious. Common honeſty may lead other men 


W him in the preceding on - | 
here he will leave them wholly behind. Inſtead 
of the ſelfiſh ſpirit, which is contracted within 
| itſelf, and which cheriſhes rather a ſullen ma- 
lignity, than a generous benevolence towards 
the higher powers; the Chriſtian, animated by 


the love of God and his neighbour, i is taught to 


offer up © ſapplications, Prayers, interceſſions, - 


q and giving of thanks, for all men; and parti- 
= cularly for kings, and for all that are in au- 


« thority.” How delightfully does grace en- 15 


large and elevate the mind Not content with 
doing good to all, as he has opportunity, and 


with rendering to all their dues, he ſtill feels | 


the debt of univerſal love; and in order to an- 
ſwer its unlimited demands, he draws by fer- 


vent effectual prayer on the inexhauſtible tres 4 


ſury of heaven. Kings and men in authority} 4 


becauſe they are commonly rich and mighty 


| the things of thin world, are often N = 5 
: | | have | 


. + 26:66 

3 e 2 
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60 ed me by Sande! in beast and fa- 


for them, eee ee. in- 
difference a cold formality, both in the miniſter 
and in the people. Brethren, theſe things ought | 
not ſo to be. It is like Cain to ſay of any man, 
„Am 1 my” brother's keeper” We ſhould 
feel intereſted in other men; in proportion to 
dhe importance and difficulty of their ſeveral 
ſtations. Kings, therefore, and all in authority, 
elaim a principal place in our requeſts to Gad. 
On theirbehaviaur, in a great menſuns; depends 
our own happineſs, and the happineſs mae} 
They may either be left to breathe out W 
enings and flaughter, or, by reſpecting the li 

ty of conſcience, have the honour of being N 
ſing fathers to the church of Chriſt. Beſides, 
are we not to be earneſtly concerned for their 
everlaſting ſalvation? Their ſituation is attend- 
ed with peculiar temptations, which render their 
danger extreme. What a ſad thing to ſee men 
much .engrofled by affairs of ſtate, as to have 
Uittle time to think of the affairs of their own - 


And then they are almoſt beyond the 


-_y of niet eiten A ſerious Chri- 
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remains then, but that with peculiar e N 
ve commend them to God, in whoſe 
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who! | hand; is % 
the heart of Kings, and who turneth them as 
the rivers of water. This duty ſhould be enfbr- 
ced by a ſenſe of the many benefits Which we 
enjoy from civil government. At the fame. ä 


time, the obligation of it does not depend on 
theſe. Not even the greateſt injuries eguld a- 
ford us a pretence for neglecting it. Was even 


injury, like that of Jeſus, when, being delivered 
by the-determinate counſel and foreknowledge 


| of God, he was taken, and by wicked hands 


crucified and flain ? That injury was in ſome. 


. ſenſe, chargeable upon Jewiſh and Roman go- 
vernors; yet were they certainly included, if 
not chiefly intended, in that admirable prayer, 
Father, forgive them; for they know not what f 
« they. do.” Luke xxii, 34. See alſo x Cor. il, 
8. I have to add here, that the piety of the 
| Chriſtian's ſubjeQion i is not in vain. Ten righ- 
teous men would have ſaved Sodom and Go- 
morrha from the fire of heaven. | Wicked men 


are not aware how. much they owe to the un- f 


known. prayers of the Lord's people. Andy's pore 
whatever becomes of the wicked, precious in 
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trine has been preached. 


vour to-preach it right; but if it be afſerted in 
bas are let us never be o 


4. reſiſtance were in certain c caſes lawf 
ſtions, when it is ſo, and how far i it may de ir 


but our duty to Teilt. 1 cant os E, ; that Chir. To 


, ſtians are any where in Scripture e tithes: You 
er warranted to refiſt e even tyrants. | © Suppofing, 


ried, muſt be always as difficult as they are cri. 
tical. When are governors tyrants, and when 
not? What ſhall we do, when they are tyran- 
nical in ſome things, and not in others? Shall 
we, in matters like theſe, tell the Chriſtian to 
regulate his ſubjection, either by his own opts 
nion, or by that of the Publie? Alas, he may 
be too ſimple to judge, or too much ſe- 
1 queſtered to obtain the needful imfotindtion. 
The public mind may be much di vided or much 
prejudiced, and its conduct ſuch as wou 
call rather for an oppoſing teſtimotiy, than an 
obſeq quious compliance. What inceſſant diſtur- 
dances, what multiplied diſputes, what diſtref 


fing perplexities, would prevail in the church! 


How preferable then, both for its fimplicity 
and fafety, is the rule of Scripture! « Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather 
give place unto wrath: for it is written, 


Vengeance is mine; I will repay, ſuith me 


ord-“ Rom. xii. 19. Promotion 


I. | 1 85 « » aeither. | 
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J from the. fouth. But, 


ends ſetteth up, the C 
the putting down of tyrants. If it be argued .. 
that we muſt uſe means, and that reſiſting, oe £5 1 1 
not A A eee, t W 8 oo | 


= - a means that are is. en lt „ 

daa theſe at once the ſafeſt and the moſt e.. "4 

 cacious for utary purpoſe, If What 

8 was s ſaid i before be ANCE” bag, Scripture, . „ 

her powers can in no caſe be Ja | 
ful for « Chriſtian. And ow much better wi 


+ 
ARE 25, 
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- Hi, of tyranny, en the bumble, 4 A 
and meek. ſpirit of the Soſpel, than to give to 1 1 8 


4 


by entering into the plots of conſpiracy, 3s 


eee of faction, or the dreadful deeds 55 
of civil war! the litle flock of Chriſt 5 
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After all, 
mains to be JAE that the ſame, © or hens 
ſuperior, advantages could not have been ab- 
tained, by means ſimply of preaching, and 


ſtedfaſt adherence to the ſpiritual faith and 


practice of the goſpel. It is certain, that great 
as the attainments of the reformers were, they 


lived in times of general darkneſs, as to liber- S 


ty of conſcience, mutual forbearance, and the 
way in which error ſhould be oppoſed by the 
friends of truth. Beſides, in a queſtion of Chet. 
tian duty, may we not follow the obvious pre- 
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we, according to his promiſe, look for new 


4 heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
«4 righteouſneſs. - Wherefore, beloved, ſeeing 
ngs, de diligent that 
ye * be found of * in peace, without 8 

"Ty | 5 © ſpot, | 


3 


that ye look for ſuch 


I 


+ 


„ 


2 N 4 
: AAP. - 5 


o 


2 — 


* * . 5 ” 
=} 2 PRIN 
4. r * 5 
' 8 8 


0 7 vi arts, 144 ? 2 ; k 7 ; S hs 7 ; 1 * 1 Y 1 1 1 : 
* * Py : . * 
8 ; 85 © a 
TW 


* — 
1 5 3&7) * 
4.5 1 * 


# 


— 
4 


* ” $ 1 
8 7 0 * ” 
- * "7 


S& a> 
* 


— 


8 
%. 3 
$5. bl 15 
» 
z 


. * * 
2 bi 


4 
—— 1218 : | f 


* 


